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2. 1^ The allowed claim(s) \s/are .19-24.26-35,37-46 and 48-51 . 

3. 13 The drawings filed on 12/22/99 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . This is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. The closest prior art 
Hartheimer et al US Pat No. 5,35,200 discloses a system/method for distributing online 
automated trading system uses structured messages to represent each stage in the 
negotiation between a market and a potential buyer or seller. 
JP02002328601 A, Miyazaki, Kazuya discloses an electronic sealing device and 
verifying method of digital signature. 

IBM Technical Disclosure Bulletin TDB-ACC-NO: NN85081109 discloses a transaction 
completion code based on digital signatures. 

However, Neither Hartheimer nor and Miyazaki and IBM Technical Disclosure Bulletin 
singularly or in combination fail to anticipate or render obvious the recited feature: 
As per claim 1 " permitting a digital signature of the electronic form detailing the 
negotiation of the trade terms, performing a compliance check, wherein the compliance 
check is triggered automatically in response to the digital signature of the electronic 
form, and wherein the compliance check includes both checking the combined purchase 
order proforma invoice against the electronic transportation document and checking the 
electronic transportation document against the electronic shipping document, and 
initiating payment to the seller only after receiving a verification of credit of the buyer''. 

As per claim 30 "a code segment for permitting a digital signature of the electronic form 
detailing the negotiation of the trade terms, a code segment for performing a 
compliance check, wherein the compliance check is triggered automatically in response 
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to the digital signature of the electronic form, and wherein the compliance check 
includes both checking the combined purchase order proforma invoice against the 
electronic transportation document and checking the electronic transportation document 
against the electronic shipping document, and a code segment for initiating payment to 
the seller only after receiving a verification of credit of the buyer''! 

As per claim 41 "logic encoded on a computer readable memory for permitting a digital 
signature of the electronic form detailing the negotiation of the trade terms, logic 
encoded on a computer readable memory for performing a compliance check, wherein 
the compliance check is triggered automatically in response to the digital signature of 
the electronic form, and wherein the compliance check includes both checking the 
combined purchase order proforma invoice against the electronic transportation 
document and checking the electronic transportation document against the electronic 
shipping document, and logic encoded on a computer readable memory for initiating 
payment to the seller only after receiving a verification of credit of the buyer*'. 

Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Pierre E. Elisca whose telephone number is 703 
305-3987. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 to 5:00. 



Application/Control Number: 09/470,042 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 3621 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammel! can be reached on 703 305-9769. The fax phone number 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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